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SCOTT COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD  

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2014 
 

 The Scott County School Board met for a regular meeting on Thursday, November 6, 2014, at the 
Scott County Career & Technical Center in Gate City, Virginia, with the following members present: 

 
William “Bill” R. Quillen, Jr., Chairman  ABSENT: Herman “Kelly” Spivey, Jr. 
Stephen “Steve” Sallee, Jr., Vice Chairman 
James Kay Jessee 
Jeffrey “Jeff” A. Kegley 
Gail L. McConnell 

 
    OTHERS PRESENT:  John I. Ferguson, Superintendent; Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel 
and Student Services; K.C. Linkous, Clerk Of The Board/Human Resource Manager; Beverly Stidham, 
Deputy Clerk/Purchasing Agent; Will Sturgill, School Board Attorney; Robert Sallee, Supervisor of Building 
Services; Patricia Currier, Virginia Professional Educators Representative; Patricia Whitley, 
Teacher/Virginia Education Association Representative; Valerie Babb, Principal Yuma Elementary; Ramona 
Russell, Duffield Primary School Teaching Assistant; Ralph Quesinberry, Scott County Career & Technical 
Principal, Marci Gore, Kingsport Times News; Jack Hamilton and Nancy Godsey, Citizens; Lisa Taylor, 
Citizen; and Amanda Clark, Heritage TV. 
 
 CALL TO ORDER/MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairman 

Quillen called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The audience observed a moment of silence and Mr. Jessee 

led in citing the Pledge of Allegiance.  Chairman Quillen welcomed everyone to the November 6, meeting.     

 

 APPROVAL OF AGENDA: There being no changes to the agenda, Mr. Kegley made a motion 

to approve the agenda, seconded by Mr. McConnell all members voting aye, the Board approved the 

agenda as presented. 

 

 APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: On a motion by Mr. McConnell, seconded by Mr. 

Kegley, all members voting aye, the Board approved the Tuesday, October 7, 2014 Regular Meeting 

Minutes, as submitted.    

 

 APPROVAL OF CLAIMS: Superintendent Ferguson explained that there were come corrections 

on the claims. Cafeteria expenditures had a correction on Rye Cove High School with a corrected amount 

of $37.26 and the total corrected amount for cafeteria expenditures being $107,091.66. The Head Start 

invoices submitted states Expenditures by Resolution; however, these invoices are regular board meeting 

invoices that should have been dated November 6, 2014. There is also a revision to these invoices as 

submitted. The payment to Scott County Health Department for permit fees originally listed $320. Since we 

re-opened the Weber City center this past summer, the $40.00 should have been deducted from the invoice 

making the corrected total $280.00. On a motion by Mr. Jessee, seconded by Mr. Sallee, all members 

voting aye, the Board approved claims with the revisions as follows:  School Operating Fund invoices & 

payroll in the amount of $955,140.81 as shown by warrants #8111887-8112229 (8112170 voided) & 

electronic payroll direct deposit in the amount of $1,104,806.29 & electronic payroll tax deposits in the 

amount of $524,348.44. Cafeteria Fund invoices & payroll in the amount of $149,648.44 as shown by 

warrants # 1016301-1016360 & electronic payroll direct deposit in the amount of $24,823.86 & electronic 

payroll tax deposit in the amount of $12,598.28. Head Start invoices & payroll totaling $57,828.37 as 

shown by warrants #12065-12126 (12102,12115,12117 voided).     

 
 VSBA ACADEMY AWARDS PRESENTATION: Superintendent Ferguson presented Virginia School 

Boards Association Academy Awards to the following Board Members: Bill Quillen and Mr. Jeff Kegley the Award of 

Recognition. Mr. Steve Sallee the Award of Achievement and Bronze Pin. Chairman Quillen presented Superintendent 

Ferguson with a Silver Pin and the Award of Excellence.  

 

  

 

 

 



24 

 
 

TITLE I 2015 DISTINGUISHED SCHOOL AWARD PRESENTED TO YUMA ELEMENTARY: 

Superintendent Ferguson presented Ms. Valerie Babb, Principal of Yuma Elementary with the Title I 2015 

Distinguished School Award. This recognition is based on student achievement during the 2012-13 and 2013-14 school 

years. Yuma Elementary achieved a mean score at the 60th percentile for both English and Mathematics and met full 

accreditation for a minimum of two consecutive years; and for meeting or exceeding the federal accountability 

benchmark target for all students and for each subgroup for the current year and for the previous year.  

   

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Lisa Taylor, Citizen, spoke in favor of cameras in the classrooms. Ms. 

Taylor also expressed concerns about drug testing for teachers. 

 

APPROVAL OF SCHOOL ACTIVITY FUND AUDIT SERVICES: Superintendent Ferguson 

presented from licensed Virginia Certified Public Accountants for an On Site Audit of School Activity 

Funds at various schools. The audit will cover a three year period (fiscal years 2014-15, 2015-16 and 2016-

17) services to be paid in annual installments. Superintendent Ferguson made the recommendation to 

accept the proposal from Charles Bridwell and Associates. On a motion by Mr. Kegley, seconded by Mr. 

Jessee, all members voting aye, the Board approved Charles Bridwell and Associates to perform the On 

Site Audit of School Activity Funds for the next three years.  

 

APPROVAL /DISCUSSION OF SPORTS OFFICIALS CONTRACT FOR THE 

REMAINDER OF THE 2014/15 SCHOOL YEAR: Superintendent Ferguson presented information on 

proposals for the Athletic Officiating Services. He stated that a committee which consisted of himself, high 

school principals and athletic directors met on November 6, 2014 to listen to presentations and discussions 

for officiating services for School County Schools for the 2014-15 sports season. It is recommended by the 

committee that the Appalachian Officials Association be contracted for the sports of Football, Volleyball, 

Baseball, Softball and Basketball. On a motion by Mr. McConnell, seconded by Mr. Kegley, with the 

following members voting aye: Mr. Quillen, Mr. Sallee, and one abstained, Mr. Jessee, the Board approved 

Appalachian Officials Association for the sports of Football, Volleyball, Baseball, Softball and Basketball.  

Superintendent Ferguson explained that the committee recommends Southwest Virginia Soccer 

Officials Association for Soccer. On a motion by Mr. McConnell, seconded by Mr. Sallee, with the 

following members voting aye: Mr. Quillen, Mr. Kegley and one abstained, Mr. Jessee, the Board approved 

Southwest Virginia Soccer Officials Association for Soccer. 

 
BUILDING SERVICES/PERFORMANCE CONTRACT UPDATE: Mr. Robert Sallee, 

Supervisor of Building Services, presented an update on the current maintenance projects for the month of 

October. Mr. Robert Sallee also gave an update on the performance contract stating that work is continuing 

on the controls and mechanical work. He also stated that he presented an update to the Board of 

Supervisors on November 6, 2014 and that Supervisor Danny Mann was at Dungannon Intermediate 

School last week and was very impressed with the work performed at that school. Mr. Robert Sallee also 

handed out a snapshot of yearly electricity cost and explained that this is not specific to the performance 

contract project because this information is from all the schools electrical accounts. He stated that in 

August there was a decrease in kilowatt usage and cost. 

Chairman Quillen stated that he is impressed with the maintenance department and the 

maintenance crew, however there seems to be a problem with the heating/cooling situation at the Gate City 

Middle School. Mr. Robert Sallee explained that Gate City Middle is still under construction and the PC 

project is not finalized. He explained that the maintenance department has been trouble shooting to get this 

situation corrected.   

 

CLOSED MEETING: Mr. Sallee made a motion to enter into closed meeting at 7:05 p.m. to 

discuss, teachers,  coaches, nurses, custodians, bus drivers, cafeteria staff and central office staff as 

provided in Section 2.2-3711 A (1) of the Code of Virginia, as amended; motion was seconded by Mr. 

Jessee , all members voting aye.   

 
RETURN FROM CLOSED MEETING: All members returned from closed meeting at 8:05 p.m. 

and on a motion by Mr. Sallee, seconded by Mr. Jessee, the Board returned to regular session and Mr. Sallee 

cited the following certification of the closed meeting:  

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING 
      WHEREAS, the Scott County School Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant 
to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act; 
and 
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 WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires certification, by this Scott County 
School Board that such meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Scott County School Board hereby certifies that, to 
the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open  
meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification 
resolution applies and (ii) only such public matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed 
meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Scott County School Board in the closed meeting. 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
Ayes: James Kay Jessee, Jeff Kegley, Gail McConnell, Bill Quillen, Steve Sallee,    

               Nays: None                  ABSENT DURING VOTE: None                        ABSENT DURING MEETING: None 
  
   
 Mr. Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel presented an update to the Board concerning the Pledge 

Program and Student Drug Testing. Mr. Smith explained that testing took place last week with 100% 

compliance. He commended OccuMed stating that they treated our students with dignity and followed 

policy. Mr. Smith also commended our students and stated that overall it was a very positive experience. 

 

 APPROVAL OF OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIPS:  On the recommendation of Mr. Jason Smith, 

Supervisor of Personnel and on a motion by Mr. Jessee, seconded Mr. Kegley, all members voting aye the 

Board approved the overnight field trip request of Rye Cove High School, Concert Band students (40 

students, 1 sponsor and 6 chaperones) to attend the Music Showcase Music Competition in Cincinnati, 

Ohio, April 22-26, 2015. 

 

 APPROVAL OF SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS: On the recommendation of Mr. Jason Smith, 

Supervisor of Personnel and on a motion by Mr. Kegley, seconded by Mr. McConnell, all members voting 

aye, the Board approved Lindsey Jennings, Linda Cantrell, Charles Young, Angelia Brown, Melinda Webb, 

Silk Pinero and Bonnie Gibson as substitute teachers. 

 
RESIGNATIONS:  On the recommendation of Mr. Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel, and on 

a motion by Mr. Sallee, seconded by Mr. Kegley, all members voting aye, the Board accepted the 

resignation of Ms. Amber Goode, nursing coordinator, effective October 28, 2014.  

 

On the recommendation of Mr. Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel, and on a motion by 

Mr.Sallee, seconded by Mr. McConnell, all members voting aye, the Board accepted the resignation of Ms. 

Ashlie Baker, teacher, effective October 20, 2014. 

 

On the recommendation of Mr. Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel, and on a motion by Mr. 

Jessee, seconded by Mr. Kegley, all members voting aye, the Board accepted the resignation of Ms. 

Jennifer Tate as theatre festive coach for Gate City High School, effective 2014-15 season.  
 
EMPLOYMENT: On the recommendation of Mr. Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel, and on a 

motion by Mr. McConnell, seconded by Mr. Sallee, all members voting aye, the Board approved Mr. 

Matthew Cruby as a bus driver effective September 3, 2014. 

 

On the recommendation of Mr. Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel and on a motion by Mr. 

Kelgey, seconded by Mr. Sallee, all members voting aye, the Board approved Ms. Carrie Stansberry as a 

part-time cook/custodian, effective October 31, 2014. 

 

On the recommendation of Mr. Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel and on a motion by Mr. 

Sallee, seconded by Mr. Kegley, all members voting aye, the Board approved Mr. Travis Kern, as bus 

driver, effective October 20, 2014. 

 

VOLUNTEER COACHES:  On the recommendation of Mr. Jason Smith, Supervisor of 

Personnel and on a motion by Mr. Sallee, seconded by Mr. McConnell, all members voting aye, the Board 

approved the recommendation of Mr. Rick Begley as a volunteer football coach for Gate City High School, 

effective 2014 season. 

 

On the recommendation of Mr. Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel and on a motion by Mr. 

Sallee, seconded by Mr. McConnell, all members voting aye, the Board approved the recommendation of 
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Mr. Bobby Quillen as a volunteer girls basketball coach for Gate City High School, effective for the 2014-

15 season. 2014.  

 

RETIREMENT: On the recommendation of Mr. Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel and on a 

motion by Mr. McConnell, seconded by Mr. Sallee, all members voting aye, the Board approved the 

retirement request of Ms. Sara Smith, effective December 19, 2014. 

 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: Mr. Jessee wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: On a motion by Mr. Kegley, seconded by Mr. Sallee, all members voting aye, 

the Board adjourned at 8:13 p.m.   

 
 
 
______________________________    ____________________________ 
William “Bill” R. Quillen, Jr., Chairman    K.C. Linkous, Clerk 


